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History 313: One of the themes we covered in The Age of Andrew Jackson was the relationship 

between Indians and the land. The book Comanche Empire is an environmental history of the 

Comanche Indians, which posits that these Indians forged the most successful southwestern 

empire up until the 1850s, because of its sustainable relationship with a fragile ecosystem (that 

the US managed to destroy much more quickly once we got our hands on it). When Comanche 

use of horses outstripped the land’s resources in combination with a prolonged drought, the 

nation fell to the United States. While students protested the length of this book, they were 

universally fascinated with the central message of sustainable land use, applying it to the present. 

 

History 313: The Age of Jackson 

Spring 2012 

 

Dr. Kathryn Shively Meier 

Email: kathryn.meier@scranton.edu 

Office: LSC 374 

Office hours: MW 2-3, T by appointment 

There are no necessary evils in government. Its evils exist only in its abuses. If it would confine 

itself to equal protection, and, as Heaven does it rains, shower its favors alike on the high and the 

low, the rich and the poor, it would be an unqualified blessing. –A. Jackson, July 10, 1832 

Course Description and Objectives: 

Andrew Jackson was a central figure in the formation of American identity in the 19th century. 

His controversial influence looms large over three main themes we will investigate in this 

course: the expansion of democracy in politics and society; the relationship between Indians, the 

United States military, and Manifest Destiny; and the increasingly problematic institution of 

slavery for the nation.  

 

Academic/Classroom Conduct: 

This class is to be an inclusive, safe, clean, and respectful environment. Plagiarism (presenting 

someone else’s words and ideas as your own), collusion, duplicate submission of the same work, 

providing false information, and theft of exams and other materials are serious ethical violations 

that will earn students an F on the assignment or course and be reported to the dean of academic 

affairs. 

 

Kindly refrain from using cell phones, computers, or other electronics in the classroom unless 

previously arranged. If I see you texting in class, I will deduct 2 points from your next paper—

no warnings! Please bear in mind that I check my email only twice daily during business hours 

(8am-5pm) and very rarely on the weekends, holidays, or breaks; however, I will resolve your 

issue in a timely and respectful manner. Before emailing me with a question, ensure that it is not 

answered by this syllabus. 

 

Attendance: 

There is no specific attendance requirement for this class, but your participation grade is based 

solely on class activities. Further, all material for quizzes and crucial material for papers are 

provided in class. If you must miss, it is your responsibility to get notes and announcements from 

another student, not me. Write down the names of two students willing to share notes with you. 
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________________________   _________________________ 

 

Students with Disabilities: 
In order to receive appropriate accommodations, students with disabilities must register with the 

Center for Teaching and Learning Excellence and provide relevant and current medical 

documentation. Students should contact Mary Ellen Pichiarello (Extension 4039) or Jim Muniz 

(Extension 4218), 5th floor, St. Thomas Hall, for an appointment. For more information, see 

http://www.scranton.edu/disabilities. 

Assignments:  
Participation (10%): Participation is both verbal, as recorded on a seating chart, and written, as I 

sometimes collect course questions. Each class, I will project one multiple-choice question 

meant to groom independence of thought and application skills based on primary-source 

readings. Students will vote on the answer, and we will either discuss your reasoning verbally, or 

I will collect your response for a grade (rated - , √, +).  

 

Quizzes (total 30%; 5% each): Quizzes cover course questions (see above) and identifications 

(see power points for key terms). Identifications require two sentences: defining the term (often 

with a date) and relating the term to one of the three course themes. Each Quiz tests you on three 

IDs and one question. 
 

Papers (60%; 20% each): There will be three 5-page papers, each focusing on a book. The 

purpose of these papers is to prove that you have read and processed the books and can connect 

them to information in lectures and other course materials. Excellent papers will present a 

cohesive argument proven with evidence rather than simply answering the questions. Feel free to 

shape the paper in a way that suits your intellectual curiosity; in other words, you may take 

liberty with the prompts. Each paper is due at 3pm on the specified date in hard copy to me. 

 

Grading: A-range grades are reserved for work that displays original thought and the superior 

ability to contemplate, organize, and present the themes and information of this course. In order 

to receive an A, an assignment must be impeccably proof-read and contain few to no grammar 

and spelling errors. B-range grades are reserved for work that is well thought-out and organized 

but may lack clarity or support for claims or may contain editorial mistakes. C-grades are 

satisfactory but may reflect some lack of understanding of material, poor organization and 

grammar, or a failure to fully engage the readings of the course. D-range grades reflect serious 

writing problems, lack of effort, and non-engagement with the course materials. Fs reflect non-

submission, plagiarism, or little to no engagement with the course. 

 

  87-89=B+ 77-79=C+ 67-69=D+ 

93-100=A 83-86=B 73-76=C 63-66=D 

90-92=A- 80-82=B- 70-72=C- 60-62=D- 

 

*After I return a graded assignment, you must wait a full 24 hours before discussing the 

assignment with me. Please take this time to reflect on the feedback I have given you. 

 

http://www.scranton.edu/disabilities
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Late Policy: You may not make up participation. If you experience a long-term setback, please 

discuss alternative arrangements with me. If you miss a quiz, there is only one way to make it up: 

an oral quiz in my office hours at my earliest possible convenience. 

 

Papers are due at 3pm; 3:05pm is considered a full day late. Each day late, your grade drops a 

full letter grade (e.g. from B- to C-). I will not accept any papers beyond 2 days after the due date 

unless we have previously agreed to an extension because of extenuating circumstances.  

 

Readings:  
Books 

Robert Remini, Andrew Jackson 0060801328 

Pekka Hamalainen, Comanche Empire 0300151179 

Walter Johnson, Soul by Soul: Life Inside the Antebellum Slave Market 0674005392 

 

Primary-Source Readings 

Read in advance of class the primary sources on our course website marked by the dates on 

which they are due. Some dates have more than one document; please read all of them, unless 

otherwise specified. Part of your participation grade is printing out all written documents from 

the course website and bringing them to class. You needn’t print out images. 

 

SCHEDULE 

Part I Democracy: read Remini weeks 1-5  

Feb 15: QUIZ 1 

Feb 29: QUIZ 2 

March 5: PAPER # 1 DUE: The Age of Jackson is a phrase historians use to periodize the rise of 

mass democracy (as opposed to the original republican vision of the founding fathers). Using 

Remini’s Andrew Jackson and information gleaned from lectures, how did Andrew Jackson’s 

person and actions embody the new democratic ideals of the age as opposed to the old? How did 

he contradict the new ideals? 

 

Part II Indians and the United States Military: read Hamalainen* weeks 6-11  

*Note that this reading is longer and more challenging than the others. You will want to read as much as possible 

over spring break.  

Mar 12-14 SPRING BREAK 

Mar 21: QUIZ 3 

Apr 4: QUIZ 4 

Apr 5-9: EASTER BREAK 

April 11: PAPER #2 DUE: The Comanche were among the most powerful Indian groups in 

North American history. Using Comanche Empire as your guide along with lectures, why were 

the Comanche so successful at forging a sphere of influence in the southwest, and why did their 

empire decline? You might want to compare/contrast the Comanche with other Indian peoples.  

You will certainly want to consider the Comanche’s political, cultural, and military interactions 

with Euro-Americans and their relationship with the environment. 

 

Part III Slavery and the Fracturing of Nation: read Johnson weeks 11-15 

Apr 25: QUIZ 5 

May 9: QUIZ 6 
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May 14: PAPER #3 DUE: While slavery existed, American democracy would remain severely 

limited. Yet southerners in Antebellum America increasingly justified slavery with paternalism, 

insisting that it was an orderly, benevolent, and natural system. Using Soul by Soul and lectures, 

why was slavery, in fact, inherently destructive to democratic values and to black and white 

people? Given the tide toward increasing democracy in this period, why was slavery so difficult 

for white Americans in the North and the South to relinquish? 

 


